Credit 4 Low-Emitting Materials

Intent

Reduce the quantity of indoor air contaminants that are odorous or potentially irritat-
ing to provide installer and occupant health and comfort.

Requirements

Meet or exceed VOC limits for adhesives, sealants, paints, composite wood products,
and carpet systems as follows:

Credit 4.1 (1 point)  Adhesives must meet or exceed the VOC limits of South Coast
Air Quality Management District Rule #1168 by, AND all
sealants used as a filler must meet or exceed Bay Area Air
Quality Management District Reg. 8, Rule 51,

Credit 4.2 (1 point)  Paints and coatings must meet or exceed the VOC and chemi-
cal component limits of Gteen Seal requirements.

Credit 4.3 (1 point) ~ Carpet systems must meet or exceed the Carpet and Rug In-
stitute Green Label Indoor Air Quality Test Program.

Credit 4.4 (1 point)  Composite wood and agrifiber products must contain no
added urea-formaldehyde resins.

Technologies & Strategies

Specify low-VOC materials in construction documents. Ensure that VOC limits are
clearly stated in each section where adhesives, sealants, paints, coatings, carpet systems,
and composite woods are addressed.
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EQ Credit 4.4: Low-Emitting Materials: Composite Wood
& Agrifiber Products

1 Point

Intent

Reduce the quantity of indoor air contaminants that are odorous,
irritating and/or harmful to the comfort and well-being of installers and
occupants.

Requirements

Composite wood and agrifiber products used on the interior of the
building (defined as inside of the weatherproofing system) shall
contain no added urea-formaldehyde resins. Laminating adhesives
used to fabricate on-site and shop-applied composite wood and
agrifiber assemblies shall contain no added urea-formaldehyde
resins. Composite wood and agrifiber products are defined as:
particleboard, medium density fiberboard (MDF), plywood,
wheatboard, strawboard, panel substrates and door cores. Materials
considered fit-out, furniture, and equipment (FF&E) are not
considered base building elements and are not included.

Potential Technologies & Strategies

Specify wood and agrifiber products that contain no added urea-
formaldehyde resins. Specify laminating adhesives for field and shop
applied assemblies that contain no added urea-formaldehyde resins.



